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How to Use This Book
Use the vocabulary list as a practical reference. Learn a small group at a time, say each word aloud, and
create your own sentence before moving on.

• Learn: Read the word, meaning, and example together.

• Say: Pronounce the word slowly, then at normal speaking speed.

• Use: Make a new sentence connected to your own daily English.

• Review: Return to older words regularly instead of memorizing all 150 at once.

• Practice: Complete the sentence exercise near the end and check the answers.

The goal is accurate, natural vocabulary. A difficult word is useful when it expresses your
meaning more precisely.
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Introduction
Difficult vocabulary words can be hard to pronounce, spell, remember, or use correctly in conversation.
Words such as awkward, conscientious, mischievous, and thorough challenge learners because their
spelling, sound, or usage is not always easy to predict.

This book contains 150 hard English words with meanings, pronunciation help, and practical example
sentences. The list is designed for elementary to intermediate learners, ESL students, school learners,
and non-native speakers who want stronger vocabulary for speaking and writing.

What Makes a Vocabulary Word Difficult?
A word may be difficult because of its pronunciation, spelling, meaning, or unusual use in conversation.
Some words are also challenging because they look similar to other English words.

• Pronunciation: entrepreneur, hierarchy, subtle

• Spelling: accommodate, conscience, necessary

• Meaning: ambiguous, inevitable, reluctant

• Usage: affect, imply, presume

• Silent letters: subtle, debt, aisle, psychology

• Length is not everything: queue is short but often difficult to spell correctly.
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Difficult Words for Everyday English
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

1. Abundant
Meaning: available in large quantities.
Example: Fresh vegetables are abundant during the summer.

2. Acquaintance
Meaning: a person you know but do not know closely.
Example: I met an old acquaintance at the station.

3. Ambiguous
Meaning: having more than one possible meaning.
Example: His answer was too ambiguous to understand.

4. Anxious
Meaning: worried, nervous, or concerned.
Example: She felt anxious before the interview.

5. Apprehensive
Meaning: worried about something that may happen.
Example: He was apprehensive about moving to a new city.
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6. Articulate
Meaning: able to express ideas clearly.
Example: She is articulate when explaining difficult topics.

7. Authentic
Meaning: genuine or original.
Example: The restaurant serves authentic Italian food.

8. Awkward
Meaning: uncomfortable, difficult, or embarrassing.
Example: There was an awkward silence after his comment.

9. Beneficial
Meaning: producing a useful or positive result.
Example: Walking every day can be beneficial to your health.

10. Cautious
Meaning: careful to avoid danger or mistakes.
Example: Be cautious when crossing the busy road.
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11. Compassionate
Meaning: showing concern for other people's suffering.
Example: The compassionate nurse stayed with the frightened child.

12. Comprehensive
Meaning: including nearly everything that is important.
Example: The report provides a comprehensive explanation.

13. Conspicuous
Meaning: easy to notice.
Example: Her bright yellow coat was conspicuous in the crowd.

14. Considerate
Meaning: careful not to upset or inconvenience others.
Example: It was considerate of him to call before visiting.

15. Controversial
Meaning: causing strong disagreement.
Example: The decision became controversial among residents.
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16. Convenient
Meaning: suitable or useful for a particular situation.
Example: Online shopping is convenient for busy people.

17. Credible
Meaning: believable or trustworthy.
Example: The journalist used several credible sources.

18. Curious
Meaning: wanting to know or learn something.
Example: The child was curious about how the machine worked.

19. Diligent
Meaning: hardworking and careful.
Example: She is diligent about completing her assignments.

20. Eloquent
Meaning: expressing ideas clearly and effectively.
Example: His speech was short but eloquent.
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21. Enormous
Meaning: extremely large.
Example: An enormous crowd gathered outside the stadium.

22. Essential
Meaning: completely necessary or very important.
Example: Water is essential for life.

23. Exceptional
Meaning: unusually good or impressive.
Example: She showed exceptional skill during the competition.

24. Fascinating
Meaning: extremely interesting.
Example: I found the documentary fascinating.

25. Frustrated
Meaning: annoyed because something is difficult or unsuccessful.
Example: He felt frustrated after several failed attempts.
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Hard Vocabulary Words With Meanings
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

26. Genuine
Meaning: real, sincere, or authentic.
Example: She gave me a genuine smile.

27. Gracious
Meaning: polite, kind, and pleasant.
Example: Our host was gracious throughout the evening.

28. Hesitant
Meaning: uncertain about what to do.
Example: She was hesitant to accept the offer.

29. Hypocritical
Meaning: claiming to have values that one's actions do not support.
Example: It seems hypocritical to criticize others for a habit you have yourself.

30. Inevitable
Meaning: certain to happen.
Example: Change is inevitable in every growing organization.
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31. Innovative
Meaning: introducing new ideas or methods.
Example: The company developed an innovative solution.

32. Intricate
Meaning: containing many complicated details.
Example: The artist created an intricate design.

33. Irrelevant
Meaning: not connected with the subject.
Example: That information is irrelevant to our discussion.

34. Justify
Meaning: to give a good reason for something.
Example: Can you justify your decision?

35. Knowledgeable
Meaning: knowing a lot about a subject.
Example: Our teacher is knowledgeable about modern literature.
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36. Legitimate
Meaning: lawful, valid, or genuine.
Example: Make sure the website is legitimate before paying.

37. Meticulous
Meaning: extremely careful about details.
Example: He is meticulous when checking financial records.

38. Modest
Meaning: not talking proudly about your abilities or achievements.
Example: Despite her success, she remained modest.

39. Negligent
Meaning: failing to give proper care or attention.
Example: The company was negligent in maintaining the equipment.

40. Notorious
Meaning: famous for something bad.
Example: The area was once notorious for theft.
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41. Obvious
Meaning: easy to see or understand.
Example: The answer became obvious after we checked the evidence.

42. Obsolete
Meaning: no longer useful because something newer exists.
Example: Many old devices are now obsolete.

43. Optimistic
Meaning: expecting positive results.
Example: She remains optimistic about the future.

44. Persistent
Meaning: continuing despite difficulty or opposition.
Example: His persistent effort eventually paid off.

45. Plausible
Meaning: seeming reasonable or possible.
Example: Her explanation sounds plausible.
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46. Precise
Meaning: exact and accurate.
Example: Please give me the precise location.

47. Reluctant
Meaning: unwilling or hesitant.
Example: He was reluctant to change his plans.

48. Resilient
Meaning: able to recover after difficulty.
Example: Children can be remarkably resilient.

49. Significant
Meaning: important or noticeable.
Example: The new policy caused a significant change.

50. Sincere
Meaning: honest and genuine.
Example: Please accept my sincere thanks.
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Difficult Words for Speaking and Writing
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

51. Skeptical
Meaning: not easily convinced that something is true.
Example: I am skeptical about that claim.

52. Substantial
Meaning: large in amount or importance.
Example: The project requires a substantial investment.

53. Superficial
Meaning: concerned only with the surface or least important aspects.
Example: His understanding of the topic was superficial.

54. Tolerant
Meaning: willing to accept differences.
Example: Good communication requires tolerant and respectful behavior.

55. Transparent
Meaning: open and easy to understand.
Example: The company promised a transparent hiring process.
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56. Unpredictable
Meaning: difficult to know in advance.
Example: The weather here is unpredictable.

57. Versatile
Meaning: able to be used for many purposes or perform many roles.
Example: This versatile tool can handle several tasks.

58. Vulnerable
Meaning: easily harmed or affected.
Example: Young children are particularly vulnerable to extreme heat.

59. Widespread
Meaning: existing or happening in many places.
Example: The practice is widespread across the region.

60. Adversity
Meaning: a difficult or unpleasant situation.
Example: She remained strong during adversity.
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61. Bizarre
Meaning: very strange or unusual.
Example: We saw a bizarre object in the sky.

62. Coherent
Meaning: logical and easy to understand.
Example: He gave a coherent explanation.

63. Conventional
Meaning: following traditional ideas or methods.
Example: They chose a conventional approach.

64. Decisive
Meaning: able to make choices quickly and confidently.
Example: A decisive manager can solve problems quickly.

65. Deficient
Meaning: lacking something necessary.
Example: The diet was deficient in several nutrients.
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66. Deteriorate
Meaning: to become worse.
Example: The road conditions began to deteriorate after the storm.

67. Dilemma
Meaning: a difficult choice between two or more options.
Example: I faced a dilemma about whether to stay or leave.

68. Discreet
Meaning: careful to avoid attracting attention.
Example: She was discreet about the private conversation.

69. Eccentric
Meaning: unusual or unconventional in behavior.
Example: The eccentric inventor had several unusual habits.

70. Elaborate
Meaning: detailed and carefully developed.
Example: He gave an elaborate explanation.
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71. Empathy
Meaning: the ability to understand another person's feelings.
Example: Good teachers show empathy toward their students.

72. Feasible
Meaning: possible and practical.
Example: We need a feasible plan before starting.

73. Fragile
Meaning: easily broken, damaged, or harmed.
Example: Handle the fragile glass carefully.

74. Hostile
Meaning: unfriendly or aggressive.
Example: The discussion became hostile after several accusations.

75. Impartial
Meaning: treating all sides fairly.
Example: A judge must remain impartial.
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Hardest Words and Difficult Vocabulary
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

76. Impeccable
Meaning: without mistakes or faults.
Example: Her presentation was impeccable.

77. Inadequate
Meaning: not good enough or sufficient.
Example: The old equipment was inadequate for the task.

78. Incredible
Meaning: extremely difficult to believe or unusually impressive.
Example: The athlete achieved an incredible result.

79. Indispensable
Meaning: absolutely necessary.
Example: A reliable internet connection is indispensable for remote work.

80. Ingenious
Meaning: clever and inventive.
Example: He found an ingenious way to save space.
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81. Inquisitive
Meaning: eager to learn or ask questions.
Example: Her inquisitive nature helped her learn quickly.

82. Insignificant
Meaning: too small or unimportant to matter.
Example: The difference was insignificant.

83. Intuitive
Meaning: easy to understand or use without detailed instruction.
Example: The app has an intuitive design.

84. Jubilant
Meaning: extremely happy because of success.
Example: The fans were jubilant after the victory.

85. Lucrative
Meaning: producing a lot of money.
Example: Freelancing can become a lucrative career.
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86. Magnanimous
Meaning: generous and forgiving toward others.
Example: She was magnanimous after winning the competition.

87. Mischievous
Meaning: enjoying playful behavior that causes minor trouble.
Example: The mischievous child hid his brother's shoes.

88. Monotonous
Meaning: boring because it does not change.
Example: The repetitive task became monotonous.

89. Nostalgic
Meaning: feeling sentimental about the past.
Example: That old song makes me nostalgic.

90. Obnoxious
Meaning: extremely unpleasant or annoying.
Example: His obnoxious behavior disturbed everyone.
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91. Obscure
Meaning: not well known or difficult to understand.
Example: The book contains several obscure references.

92. Omnipresent
Meaning: seeming to be everywhere at the same time.
Example: Smartphones are almost omnipresent today.

93. Paradox
Meaning: a situation or statement that seems contradictory but may contain truth.
Example: It is a paradox that more choices can sometimes make decisions harder.

94. Perceptive
Meaning: good at noticing and understanding things.
Example: She is perceptive and quickly notices changes in people's behavior.

95. Pragmatic
Meaning: practical and focused on what works.
Example: We need a pragmatic solution to the problem.
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96. Precarious
Meaning: uncertain and potentially dangerous.
Example: The hikers stood on a precarious ledge.

97. Procrastinate
Meaning: to delay doing something.
Example: I often procrastinate when a task feels difficult.

98. Profound
Meaning: very deep, serious, or meaningful.
Example: The book had a profound effect on me.

99. Relentless
Meaning: continuing without stopping or becoming weaker.
Example: The team faced relentless pressure.

100. Scrutinize
Meaning: to examine something very carefully.
Example: The manager will scrutinize the contract before signing it.
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Advanced Hard Words for Everyday Use
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

101. Spontaneous
Meaning: happening naturally without planning.
Example: We made a spontaneous decision to visit the beach.

102. Subtle
Meaning: not obvious or easy to notice.
Example: There was a subtle change in his voice.

103. Tedious
Meaning: boring because it is long or repetitive.
Example: Entering all the data was tedious.

104. Tenacious
Meaning: determined and unwilling to give up.
Example: Her tenacious attitude helped her finish the project.

105. Thorough
Meaning: complete and careful.
Example: Please conduct a thorough review.
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106. Tranquil
Meaning: calm and peaceful.
Example: The village is quiet and tranquil.

107. Unprecedented
Meaning: never having happened before.
Example: The city experienced unprecedented demand for housing.

108. Vigilant
Meaning: watchful and alert to danger.
Example: Security guards remained vigilant throughout the event.

109. Whimsical
Meaning: playful, unusual, or imaginative.
Example: The children's book has a whimsical style.

110. Aesthetic
Meaning: related to beauty or artistic appearance.
Example: The room has a clean, modern aesthetic.
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111. Alleviate
Meaning: to make something less severe or painful.
Example: The medicine helped alleviate the pain.

112. Assertive
Meaning: confident in expressing opinions or needs.
Example: You can be assertive without being rude.

113. Concise
Meaning: using few words while giving the needed information.
Example: Please keep your answer concise.

114. Conscientious
Meaning: careful, responsible, and hardworking.
Example: She is a conscientious employee.

115. Cumulative
Meaning: increasing through the addition of smaller amounts.
Example: The cumulative effect of the changes was noticeable.
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116. Deliberate
Meaning: intentional or carefully considered.
Example: His decision was deliberate, not accidental.

117. Exaggerate
Meaning: to describe something as larger, better, worse, or more important than it really is.
Example: Do not exaggerate the problem.

118. Formidable
Meaning: difficult to deal with or overcome.
Example: The team faced a formidable opponent.

119. Hypothetical
Meaning: based on a possible situation rather than a real one.
Example: Let's consider a hypothetical example.

120. Nuance
Meaning: a small difference in meaning, feeling, or expression.
Example: The translation misses an important nuance.
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121. Scrupulous
Meaning: extremely careful about doing what is correct.
Example: The accountant was scrupulous when checking the records.

122. Ambivalent
Meaning: having mixed or uncertain feelings.
Example: She felt ambivalent about accepting the offer.

123. Anticipate
Meaning: to expect something and prepare for it.
Example: We anticipate heavy traffic this evening.

124. Circumstantial
Meaning: related to conditions surrounding an event.
Example: The case was based largely on circumstantial evidence.

125. Condescending
Meaning: behaving as if you are more intelligent or important than someone else.
Example: His condescending tone annoyed his colleagues.
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Hard English Words With Meanings and
Examples
Each entry gives the meaning first, followed by a short sentence showing natural use.

126. Contradict
Meaning: to say that something is not true or correct.
Example: His second statement seemed to contradict his first.

127. Diplomatic
Meaning: careful to avoid offending people when dealing with sensitive matters.
Example: She gave a diplomatic response to the difficult question.

128. Discrepancy
Meaning: a difference between things that should agree.
Example: We found a discrepancy between the two reports.

129. Exquisite
Meaning: extremely beautiful or carefully made.
Example: The necklace has an exquisite design.

130. Extravagant
Meaning: spending or using more than necessary.
Example: They planned an extravagant celebration.
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131. Fluctuate
Meaning: to change repeatedly, especially between higher and lower levels.
Example: Prices fluctuate throughout the year.

132. Imminent
Meaning: likely to happen very soon.
Example: The dark clouds suggested that rain was imminent.

133. Inadvertent
Meaning: accidental or unintentional.
Example: The mistake was inadvertent.

134. Inconspicuous
Meaning: not easily noticed.
Example: He chose an inconspicuous place to wait.

135. Indifferent
Meaning: not interested or concerned.
Example: He seemed indifferent to the criticism.
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136. Ironic
Meaning: strangely opposite to what would normally be expected.
Example: It was ironic that the fire station caught fire.

137. Metaphorical
Meaning: describing something symbolically rather than literally.
Example: The phrase "a sea of people" is metaphorical.

138. Oblivious
Meaning: unaware of what is happening around you.
Example: He was oblivious to the noise.

139. Persevere
Meaning: to continue despite difficulty.
Example: If you persevere, your English will improve.

140. Pessimistic
Meaning: expecting negative results.
Example: He is pessimistic about the chances of success.
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141. Predicament
Meaning: a difficult or unpleasant situation.
Example: She found herself in a difficult predicament.

142. Proficient
Meaning: skilled and competent at something.
Example: He is proficient in spoken English.

143. Reconcile
Meaning: to restore a friendly relationship or make two ideas agree.
Example: They tried to reconcile their differences.

144. Redundant
Meaning: unnecessary because something similar already exists.
Example: The final paragraph was redundant.

145. Ubiquitous
Meaning: present or found almost everywhere.
Example: Mobile phones have become ubiquitous in modern life.
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146. Capricious
Meaning: changing suddenly and unpredictably.
Example: The weather can be capricious in spring.

147. Equivocal
Meaning: uncertain, unclear, or open to more than one interpretation.
Example: His equivocal answer did not settle the issue.

148. Fastidious
Meaning: very careful about accuracy, cleanliness, or detail.
Example: She is fastidious about keeping her notes organized.

149. Incessant
Meaning: continuing without stopping.
Example: The incessant noise made it hard to concentrate.

150. Persuasive
Meaning: good at convincing someone to accept an idea or take action.
Example: Her persuasive explanation changed their minds.
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Hard Vocabulary Words for Everyday
Conversation
Some difficult words are more useful in daily speech than others. Choose advanced vocabulary because
it fits the meaning, not simply because it sounds impressive.

• Awkward - uncomfortable situations.

• Anxious - worry or nervousness.

• Reluctant - unwillingness.

• Convenient - something that saves time or effort.

• Frustrated - annoyance caused by difficulty.

• Curious - wanting to know something.

• Cautious - careful decisions.

• Hesitant - uncertainty.

• Genuine - something sincere or authentic.

• Spontaneous - unplanned actions.

• Obvious - something easy to understand.

• Inevitable - something certain to happen.

• Plausible - an explanation that seems reasonable.

• Subtle - a small or difficult-to-notice difference.

• Procrastinate - delaying a task.

• Exaggerate - making something sound greater than it is.

• Assertive - confidently expressing your needs.

• Diplomatic - handling sensitive conversations carefully.

• Perceptive - noticing details quickly.

How to Use Hard Words Naturally
• Instead of "I do not want to go," say "I'm reluctant to go."

• Instead of "It is going to happen," say "It is inevitable."

• Instead of "The situation made me nervous," say "The situation made me apprehensive."

• Instead of "He explained it clearly," say "He gave a coherent explanation."

• Instead of "She noticed the small difference," say "She noticed the subtle difference."
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Difficult Words That Are Hard to Pronounce
English spelling does not always show pronunciation clearly. Use these rough pronunciation guides as a
speaking aid, then listen to standard audio when possible.

• Acquaintance - uh-KWAYN-tuhns

• Awkward - AWK-werd

• Conscientious - kon-shee-EN-shus

• Entrepreneur - ahn-truh-pruh-NUR

• Hierarchy - HY-uh-rar-kee

• Mischievous - MIS-chuh-vus

• Oblivious - uh-BLIV-ee-us

• Phenomenon - fuh-NOM-uh-non

• Pronunciation - pruh-nun-see-AY-shun

• Queue - kyoo

• Rural - ROOR-ul

• Subtle - SUT-ul

• Thorough - THUR-oh

• Vulnerable - VUL-nuh-ruh-bul

• Entrepreneurial - ahn-truh-pruh-NUR-ee-ul

Words With Silent Letters
• Debt - the b is silent.

• Doubt - the b is silent.

• Honest - the h is silent.

• Psychology - the p is silent.

• Subtle - the b is silent.

• Receipt - the p is silent.

• Island - the s is silent.

• Aisle - the s is silent.

• Knee - the k is silent.

• Knowledge - the k is silent.
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Hard Words That Learners Often Confuse
Knowing a word is not enough. These pairs are often mixed up because they look or sound similar.

Affect vs. Effect
Affect is usually a verb meaning to influence. Effect is usually a noun meaning a result.

Compliment vs. Complement
Compliment means praise. Complement means something that completes or improves another thing.

Conscience vs. Conscious
Conscience relates to your sense of right and wrong. Conscious means awake or aware.

Advice vs. Advise
Advice is a noun. Advise is a verb.

Principal vs. Principle
Principal can mean the head of a school or something most important. Principle means a rule, belief, or
basic idea.
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How to Learn Difficult Vocabulary
Learning 150 words at once is not the most effective approach. Build vocabulary gradually and use new
words repeatedly.

1. Learn Words in Context
Do not memorize only a dictionary definition. Learn the word with a sentence such as "I was reluctant to
change my plans."

2. Say Difficult Words Aloud
Read the word slowly, break it into syllables, listen to its pronunciation, say it several times, and use it in
your own sentence.

3. Learn a Few Words Each Day
A practical routine is five new words, a review of yesterday's words, one sentence for each word, and
spoken practice.

4. Connect Words With Situations
Attach a word to something you already understand: awkward to an uncomfortable conversation,
tedious to repetitive paperwork, spontaneous to an unplanned trip.

5. Review Difficult Words Regularly
Review on the same day, next day, three days later, one week later, and two weeks later.
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Practice Difficult Words in Sentences
Complete each sentence with the most suitable vocabulary word. Write your answers first, then check
the answer key on the next page.

1. I felt ______ before speaking in front of hundreds of people.

2. The instructions were too ______, so nobody knew what to do.

3. She was ______ about accepting the job because it required moving.

4. Please ______ the contract before you sign it.

5. The company needs a ______ solution rather than an expensive experiment.

6. His explanation was clear and ______.

7. The old machine has become ______.

8. We made a ______ decision to travel that weekend.

9. She is very ______ and always notices small changes.

10. You should ______ if you want to improve your English.
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Practice Answers
1. apprehensive

2. ambiguous

3. reluctant

4. scrutinize

5. pragmatic

6. coherent

7. obsolete

8. spontaneous

9. perceptive

10. persevere

Tip: After checking your answers, say each complete sentence aloud. Then write one new
sentence using the same word.
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Frequently Asked Questions
What are difficult vocabulary words?
Difficult vocabulary words are English words that may be challenging because of pronunciation, spelling,
meaning, usage, or unfamiliar context.

What is the hardest English word to pronounce?
There is no single hardest word for everyone, but rural, thorough, conscientious, and entrepreneur
challenge many English learners.

Which difficult words are useful in everyday English?
Awkward, reluctant, anxious, cautious, frustrated, genuine, and convenient are challenging words that
fit ordinary conversations.

How can I remember hard English words?
Learn each word in context, say it aloud, create your own sentence, and review it regularly instead of
memorizing definitions alone.

What are some hard words with easy meanings?
Ubiquitous means found almost everywhere, meticulous means very careful, and reluctant means
unwilling.

Should English learners use difficult words in conversation?
Yes, when they fit naturally. Clear and accurate vocabulary is more useful than advanced words chosen
only to sound impressive.

How many difficult words should I learn each day?
Five to ten words daily is manageable for many learners, especially when you review older vocabulary
and practice each new word.

Why are some English words difficult to pronounce?
Silent letters, unusual letter combinations, borrowed words, and irregular sound patterns can make
English pronunciation challenging.

Conclusion
These 150 difficult vocabulary words can help learners expand their English beyond basic vocabulary.
Focus first on words that match situations you regularly discuss, then practice their pronunciation,
meaning, and sentence patterns.

The goal is not to use the hardest words possible. The goal is to choose the right word, pronounce it
clearly, understand its meaning, and use it naturally.
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